Leadership Symposium and Grants Showcase

Wednesday, April 9, 2025 | 8:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
University of Memphis University Center Ballroom

8:30-10 a.m.
REGISTRATION, BREAKFAST AND
GRANTS SHOWCASE

10 - 10:45 a.m.
The Power of Philanthropy

Discover the transformative impact of giving
and how women'’s philanthropy is shaping
stronger communities. Explore the power

of generosity, the ripple effect of collective
giving, and how you can align your passions
with purpose to make a difference.

Panelists

Rosie Phillips Davis, Ph.D.,

Professor of Counseling Psychology,
University of Memphis

Anita Vaughn, Retired CEOQ,

Baptist Women and Children’s Hospital
Becky Jones West, President and CEOQ,
WestRogers Communications

Moderator | Cassandra Webster,
Executive Director, The Memphis Challenge

Cassandra Webster

Becky Jones West

10:45 - 11:15 a.m.
GRANTS SHOWCASE

11:15 a.m. — Noon

The Power of Leadership
Leadership isn't just about titles—it’s

about influence, vision, and action. This
conversation will explore how emerging and
established leaders are shaping the future
of Memphis through innovation, inclusivity,
and bold decision-making.

Panelists

Kayla Rodriguez Graff,
Co-founder and CEQ, Sweetbio
Ruby Hancock,

Managing Partner, KPMG
Bridget Sisney,

Director of Leadership Programs,
New Memphis

Moderator | Allison Bosse, CEQ,
Baptist Memorial Hospital for Women

Bridget Sisney Allison Bosse

Noon - 12:30 p.m.
GRANTS SHOWCASE

12:30 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.

The Power of Collaboration
Hear from WFGM's Grantee Partners about
how partnerships between nonprofits, busi-
nesses, and community leaders are creating
opportunities and strengthening Memphis
from the ground up.

Panelists

Stephanie Ivey, Ph.D., Director, Southeast
Transportation Workforce Center and
Professor, University of Memphis

Ephie Ballard Johnson, President and CEOQ,
Neighborhood Christian Center

Katie Smythe, Chief Strategy Officer,

New Ballet Ensemble & School

Moderator | Beverly Cross, Ph.D.,
Lillian Moss Chair of Excellence in Urban
Education in the College of Education,
University of Memphis

Stephanie lvey Ephie Ballard Johnson

Katie Smythe Beverly Cross
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2024-2025 Grantee Partners

Case Management and Wraparound Services

Hope House Day Care
MIFA (Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association)
Neighborhood Christian Centers, Inc.

Room in the Inn
Salvation Army of Mempbhis and the Mid-South
Urban Strategies, Inc.

Job Skills, Employment and Entrepreneurship

Advance Memphis
Boys & Girls Club of Greater Memphis
DeNeuville Learning Center
Dress for Success Memphis
HopeWorks

Karat Place, Inc.
Memphis Urban League, Inc.
Southwest Tennessee Community College Foundation
YWCA of Greater Memphis

Early Childhood Development

ALLMemphis
Early Success Coalition

Families Matter
Porter-Leath

Youth Development and Employment

A Step Ahead Foundation
Booker T. Washington Middle and High School
Emmanuel Center, Inc.
Girls Scouts Heart of the South

Girls Inc. of Memphis
JIFF (Juvenile Intervention & Faith-based Follow-up)
Junior Achievement of Memphis and the Mid-South

Kids in Technology

Memphis Black Arts Alliance
Memphis Inner City Rugby
Mustard Seed Inc.
New Ballet Ensemble and School
STREETS Ministries
University of Memphis Research Foundation-Herff-GEE
Vance Avenue Youth Development Center

Financial Education and Asset Building

Community Legal Center
Knowledge Quest
RISE Memphis

Scan the QR code for more information or to purchase tickets to the Leadership Symposium and

South City a Community of Opportunity
Revitalization Empowerment
(SCORE CDC)

Grants Showcase on Wednesday, April 9, 2025.
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